
By County Supervisor Ron Roberts
It was a wonderful afternoon

on January 8 at Qualcomm Sta-
dium as I traded greetings with
more than a hundred people lined
up for our first mass H1N1 flu
vaccination clinic. What I experi-
enced was as visible a scene as
one could imagine of county gov-

ernment doing its job for the
people.

But we are not finished yet.
San Diego County’s vaccina-

tion numbers so far are impres-
sive, or at least getting there. The
3,298 inoculations at Qualcomm
represented about a third of the
10,616 given at January’s five
mass vaccination clinics. All told,
the county alone has directly pro-
tected nearly 90,000 citizens
from this terrible flu, along with
countless others who may other-
wise have been exposed to the vi-
rus. All of these were given free
of charge.

The story gets even better
when you consider the work of
our local health care partners: the
hospitals, clinics, pharmacies and
even entrepreneurs like those
providing vaccinations now at the
airport. By mid-January, nearly
1.3 million doses of the vaccine
were filled for folks in San Diego
County authorized to administer
the treatment. If the majority of
those vaccines have been given,
more than a third of our three mil-
lion residents today stand pro-
tected.

These results are good. But
they need to get better.

While this flu may not have
lived up to some of the most dire
predictions, it is only mild in the
eyes of those who were expecting
hundreds, perhaps more, local
deaths. We still have had 55 San
Diegans die, the largest number

By Chet Barfield, Mission Valley
representative for Councilmember
Donna Frye

Attention. Mission Valley res-
idents, taxpayers and small-busi-
ness operators: San Diego plan-
ners want your ideas for a better
community.

The City Planning and Com-
munity Investment Department is
intensifying outreach efforts to
interest average, every-day citi-
zens in participating in a Stake-
holders Advisory Committee that
will help shape the future vision
of Mission Valley in an updated
Community Plan.

The 21-member committee,
expected to be empanelled by
June, will work with a consulting

firm to identify and define Mis-
sion Valley’s most pressing
needs over the next 20 years.

The consultants will under-
take technical studies on key is-
sues such as traffic, mobility, de-
velopment and recreational
needs. But those efforts should be
guided by the stakeholders group,
said Senior Planner Brian
Schoenfisch, who is supervising
the Mission Valley update.

“Rather than have these guys
work in isolated form, we want
the community to help express its
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Community Governance

Mission Valley Planning Group
Meets the 1st Wednesday of each month at noon.

Mission Valley Community Council
Meets every other Month on 3rd Monday at 6:30pm.

San Diego River Coalition
Meets the 3rd Friday of each month at 3-4:30pm.

Info at: www.sandiegoriver.org

All of the above meetings are held at the
Mission Valley Library,

2123 Fenton Parkway and are open to the
public.

Councilmember Donna Frye's
District #6 Represents the City of

San Diego in Mission Valley

Supervisor Ron Roberts of San
Diego County Board of

Supervisors Represents District #4,
in Mission Valley

vision – what it is they like and
don’t like about Mission Valley,”
Schoenfisch said. “We want to
have that help shape the consul-
tants’ work and have the consul-
tants be accountable to the
community.”

Under departmental guide-
lines, 11 of the committee’s 21
seats will be filled by the Mission
Valley Planning Group, the com-
munity’s formal advisory body.
City planners want a wide range
of applicants for the other 10
seats.

“The real experts are the peo-
ple who work in the community,
who live in the community,”
Schoenfisch said. “They’re the
ones who know the community
on a day-to-day basis. They’re
the ones who have to get to the
store to get whatever they need.
They’re the ones jogging the
river, who know what the recre-
ational needs are.”

With help from an unpaid in-
tern working for college credit,
the department is sending out fly-
ers to residential complexes, of-
fices and shopping centers
throughout Mission Valley, urg-
ing residents and business opera-
tors to fill out a brief form by
March 1 to express interest in
serving on the stakeholder com-
mittee. Additional information is
available at
www.sandiego.gov/planning/co

mmunity/cpu/missionvalley
or by contacting Schoenfisch

at (619) 533-6457 or
bschoenfisch@sandiego.gov.

“It’s important to hear differ-
ent perspectives, to hear from a
wide range – a diverse range – of
people on what’s important to
them in their community,”
Schoenfisch said. “We need this
group of public-spirited citizens
to help us shape a unique vision
for Mission Valley.

“This is truly an enormous
project, but as a team we’re going
to get to work on it.”

Still Time, And Need,
For More Vaccinations

While not a worst-case tragedy, a third wave of

H1N1 flu is due soon

from the flu recorded in modern
times. And for those so far
spared, if you’ve spoken with a
less fortunate friend, or a parent
who nursed a feverish child, you
know the symptoms for even a
“mild” case are actually quite se-
vere and even debilitating.

As a community, we must
continue encouraging ourselves,
friends, family and neighbors to
get vaccinated. It is our diligence
so far – coughing in the crook of
our arm, being rigorous in wash-
ing hands and using sanitizer lo-
tion, staying home when sick,
and even getting vaccinated –
that combined with the less-viru-
lent-than-expected nature of this
disease that have kept this nasty
virus contained.

That said, a third wave is very
likely coming. We don’t know
when or how bad it is going to be.
The 1918-19 pandemic flu, fea-
turing a nastier virus, rolled
through San Diego in waves,
eventually killing hundreds. The
San Diego Historical Society has
a photo of high school students
wearing masks.

Please, for those who have not
done so, I urge you to contact
your health care provider and get
vaccinated. If that isn’t possible,
Mission Valley residents can
visit the nearby North Center
Public Health Center for a free
vaccine. It is located at 5055
Ruffin Road. The schedule is
generally Monday to Friday, 8-11
a.m. and 1-4 p.m. But it is best to
call ahead:

(858) 573-7300.
I have updated information on

my Website
(ronroberts.com)

and those who call 2-1-1 will be
directed by an operator to the
closest clinic. And watch the
news for at least one more mass
vaccination event nearby. Details
should be released soon.

Protecting the health of our
community is everyone’s job. I
am grateful for your help.

Supervisor Ron Roberts’s
Fourth District includes Mission
Valley and its surrounding com-
munities. You can reach him at

ron-roberts@sdcounty.ca.gov

or find him on Facebook by
searching Ron Roberts and
follow him on

Twitter at @ronrobertssd.


