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COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE

Mission Valley Planning Group
Meets the 1st Wednesday of each month at noon.

Mission Valley Community Council
Meets the 3rd Wednesday of each odd month at 6:30pm.

San Diego River Coalition
Meets the 3rd Friday of each month at 3-4:30pm.

Info at: www.sandiegoriver.org

All of the above meetings are held at the Mission Valley Library,
2123 Fenton Parkway and are open to the public.

Planning a Vacation?
Before you pack your bags, be sure you have

your passport!

The County of San Diego
would like to inform individuals
who plan to travel internationally
that you will now need either a
passport book, passport card, or

other travel documentation that is
approved by the department of
Homeland Security.

Beginning June 18t of this year,
the second phase of the Western
Hemisphere Travel Initiative
(WHTI) will be enforced. In order
to re-enter the U.S. travelers will
need to have these documents
when retuming from Mexico, Can-
ada, the Caribbean, and Bermuda
by land or sea-ports of entry.

It can take up to six weeks to re-
ceive your passport, so it is recom-
mended that you plan ahead. We
would like to encourage travelers
to apply for their passport book, or
card, at the County Administration
Center in room 402. Although
there are many places to apply, the
County offers free parking, no
lines, and no appointments are
needed. If you are a first time ap-
plicant the fee is $45 for adults and
$35 for children. The office hours
are 8a.m. to 4:30p.m., Monday -
Friday.

Additional information is avail-
able at

www.sandiegocob.com
or call 619-531-5600.

Supervisor Ron Roberts of San
Diego County Board of Supervisors
Represents District #4, in Mission

Valley

Assembly Member Saldaña to Host Budget
Town Hall/Working Families Resource Fair

Join Assembly Member Lori
Saldaña for a Budget Town

Hall/Working Families Resource
Fair on Thursday, June 11th from
5:30-7:30 p.m. at the ARC of San

GRANT PARK FOR MISSION VALLEY

By Chet Barfield, Mission Valley
representative for Councilmember
Donna Frye

More than 100 supporters of the
San Diego River turned out on a
sunny Sunday afternoon to mark
the dedication of 17 acres of Mis-
sion Valley land to the San Diego
River Park Foundation for a ripar-
ian park and nature center.

The property along Camino del
Rio North at Qualcomm Way was
donated by descendants of Frank-
lin Grant, who moved to Mission
Valley in 1912. The family owns a
nearby 230-acre parcel that, after
decades as a rock-mining quarry, is

slated to be developed over the
next 20 years by Sudberry Proper-
ties into Quarry Falls, one of the
largest mixed-use projects ever
proposed in San Diego with 4,780
homes and 900,000 square feet of
commercial space.

The River Park Foundation en-
dorsed the development and hosted
the festive outdoor dedication cer-
emony May 17, highlighted by a
steel-drum band and a coco-
nut-milk ice cream social.

The foundation intends to raise
$7.5 million over the next three years
to build an 8,000-square-foot “Dis-
covery Center” on the property. The
center will have interactive displays
and will host school tours and work-
shops on river and wetlands issues.

Most of the parcel, reportedly
worth $10 million, will remain as un-
developed – and restored — native
habitat, but it will have some trails,
picnic and passive play areas. The
“San Diego River Discovery Center
at Grant Park” will raise public
awareness of and connections to the
river, said foundation Executive Di-
rector Rob Hutsel.

“For the first time, the river in San
Diego will be acknowledged,” he
said. “It gives the river a front door.”

One of Franklin Grant’s grand-
daughters, Pat Grant, serves on the
Mission Valley Planning Group. She
and a cousin ceremonially signed the
property dedication as supporters
clapped and cheered.

“This is a legacy they want to
leave to this city, not just their fam-
ily,” said Sudberry Properties presi-
dent Tom Sudberry, who is on the
planning group with Grant.

Sudberry vice president Marco
Sessa, also on the planning commit-
tee, said the land gift was not tied to
any mitigation required for City
Council approval of Quarry Falls.

Councilmember Frye applauded
land donation and the river enhance-
ments it will bring.

“Grant Park provides the San
Diego community access to a mag-
nificent, natural resource in the re-
gion,” she said. “Thanks to the Grant
family, this project will serve as a
destination for throughout Mission
Valley and beyond for all of us to en-
joy for years to come.”

Note: See Grant Park photos on
the back cover.

Diego, 9575 Aero Drive, San Diego,
CA 92123.

Assembly Member Saldaña will
be giving an update on state level
concerns, including information
about California’s budget and the
state’s economic recovery plan. Lo-
cal and state agencies will also be on
hand for families needing assistance.

For more information or to
RSVP, please call Assembly Mem-
ber Saldaña’s District office at

(619) 645-3090
or visit our website

www.asm.ca.gov/76.

Lori Saldaña

Councilmember Donna Frye's
District #6 Represents the City of

San Diego in Mission Valley

Aerial Photo of Grant Park courtesy of Marco Sessa of Sudberry Properties


