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Travel

by Gina Cord
The Ensenada Tourism Board

has just announced a marvelous
new plan that allows returning
tourists a ‘Fast Pass’ as the San
Ysidro border when returning to
the USA. They purchase the
Ensenada discount card and spend
at least 1000 pesos (approximately

‘FAST PASS’ AT SAN YSIDRO
BORDER NOW

$66. USCy) in Baja California and
are issued a Pass which allows the
visitor to us a dedicated lane when
returning. The plan originated in
Ensenada but now includes
Rosarito and Tijuana.

The Ensenada Discount Card is
an excellent opportunity to stretch

See "Fast Pass" Page 12

An excellent opportunity to stretch travel and vacation dollars when traveling to Ensenada, Baja
California, Mexico. Discounts from 10% to 25% good for up to 4 persons and valid to 2010.

impamexicoinfo@juno.com

See "Catalina" Page 10

CATALINA ISLAND, USA!
By Richard Slaker

As a reminder, Catalina Island
does have a mayor, city council,
school district run by the Long
Beach School District and natu-
rally the Los Angeles County Sher-
iff Department along
with Fire Department.
For the 4000 citizens,
they are surely covered
with the same problems
as other cities in Califor-
nia but are 26 miles off
the coast of Southern
California which is a
60-90 minute Catalina
Express boat ride from
either Dana Point, Long
Beach or San Pedro to
Avalon Harbor or Two
Harbors, two choices.

Having never visited
this part of California, I
was thinking about how this must
be the ideal destination for several
days to a week to explore what
William Wrigley, Jr. had accom-
plished since purchasing the island
back in 1919. His vision was to
create a playground by protecting
the island by transferring owner-
ship in 1975 to preserve the charm
of the island as it is still today and
allowing the Catalina Island Con-
servancy, which owns 88% of the
island, to protect all aspects of the
island, as it was then and now.

Avalon is a city of about 1
square mile housing their citizens
and guests for the opportunity to
visit, explore and enjoy what has
been created since the Tongva
Gabrielino Indians settled there

which they believe to be over 6800
years ago. Portuguese explorer
Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo visited
the island back in 1542 naming the
island San Salvador. Then, 60
years later, Don Sebastian
Vizcaino of Spain stopped by and
called it “Santa Catalina” after St.
Catherine of Alexandria.

The sequence of Yankee trad-
ers, the otter hunters followed by
squatters who started growing
crops and brought goats & sheep,
followed by gold miners, which

were disappointed to find NO
GOLD, but only lead, zinc, silver.

Around the 1890’s, where the
CASINO is presently located, was
called Sugarloaf Point, named by
sailors that reminded them of Mt.

Sugarloaf in Brazil.
I mention this because it was

then thought by the present own-
ers, the Banning brothers, to level
the Sugarloaf Point so that a hotel
might be built. The Bannings later
decided not to build the hotel when
William Wrigley, Jr., the chewing
gum magnate, purchased the is-
land in 1919 and thought the island
needed to increase it’s presence in
the world of music, he decided to
build the Sugarloaf Casino, This
served its purpose for 8 years but

growth and tourism soon made this
Sugarloaf Casino too small for the
community, and was eventually
moved to another location on the
island and a new CASINO was
built to accommodate a huge dance
floor where all the big bands could
play and a lovely theatre with 1184
seats and walls of black walnut
around the interior of the waiting
room was completed around
1928-29.

CASINO is an Indian word
meaning. “A Place of Gathering”.
Entertainment was it purpose,
never for gambling. Along the
walls you can revisit the ball-
room’s history dating back to
AVALON BALLROOM music
from the 1940’s with: Woody
Herman, Dick Jurgens, Eddie
Allen, Ted Weems, Stan Kenton,
Kay Kayser, Russ Morgan, Anita
O’Day, Ben Bernie, Charlie
Barnett, Fletcher Henderson and
Bob Crosby. Yes, the list goes.
You can stand in the middle of the
maple and rosewood dance floor
and pretend to listen to the music of
the era and feel the fun by those
participating for the evening.

Whether you enjoyed dancing
with the music or attending a
movie, it was the place to be when
visiting Avalon. I noticed an ad-

The Bay of Avalon


