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vertisement on the wall, dated May
2, 1987, for $16.00 for dance and
dinner.

Yes, I heard that sometimes the
high school will hold one of their
basketball games on the dance

floor, it’s that huge.
With so many interesting his-

toric memories created on the is-
land, once you arrive in Avalon at
the harbor, you have the opportu-
nity to sign up for tours by Discov-
ery Tours and Adventures Tours,
check them out to take advantage
of either walking tours, riding tours
or boating tours, all is there.

I was able to take advantage of a
two hour bus ride up the winding
road to reach the Catalina Airport
for a stop. Along the way, we had
beautiful views of the Avalon Har-
bor, open space where the buffalos
roam by their water holes, and the
peacefulness that has left the island
as it was back in 1919. Several
herds of buffalos and their caves
graze the land without a care in the
world. Stories are told that they

think the buffalos arrived back in
1924 when a movie was shot on the
island and they were left to graze
after the filming was completed.
The movie was of Zane Grey’s,
“The Vanishing American’.

Some of the big movies
that were filmed on the island
were: “Mutiny on the
Bounty” around 1935 and
“Old Ironsides” around 1926.
This road from Avalon, back
in 1890, would take about 5
hours by stagecoach to the
summit of the island, or about
1½ days from Avalon to Two
Harbors.

Today you can either rent a
jeep to make the drive your-

self, as you carefully navigate the
winding road, sometimes waiting
until another car or bus passes, as
usually two can’t pass at the same
time. The kids definitely will enjoy
The Nautilus 45 minute underwa-

ter experience either feeding the
fishes or just watching the sea life.
The kids were so excited when all
the fishes were fed by Torpedo

shots of food; it was like a busy feed-
ing time…you’ll really enjoy the spec-
tacular.

Arriving at my lovely hotel, the
Villa Portofino located on the water-
front near the CASINO and just a per-
fect location for walking the board-
walk to visit shops and restaurants. I
could see out my window, the
CARNIVAL Elation one day and the
CARNIVAL Paradise the next, arriv-
ing with over 2000 passengers able to
explore the island for one day.

What surprised me were the ban-
ners that were hanging along the
boardwalk welcoming the cruise
ships passengers to their lovely is-
land, Catalina. Shops quickly filled
up with customers and the restau-
rants were all buzzing with excite-
ment as these guests filled them
quickly during the day, until around
4 PM, then the tenders started to re-
turn them back to the Mother Ship.
During the month of May and June;

Carnival, Princess and Holland cruise
ships are skipping Mexican ports due
to the swine flu. By June 15th, the nor-

mal schedule should return for
all ships.

As I watched the cruise pas-
sengers they were either
headed for several of the tours,
renting golf carts to explore
and walking to the shops to re-
lax.

I must say, my two days
were full of new adventure,
checking out the restaurants,
looking at the hotels around
town and visiting one of the 7
churches on the island. Always
something to do, relax by the
shore , enjoying a snack over-
looking the harbor, and people
watching.

Making the trip is very easy
as all you have to do is contact a
travel agent to make reserva-
tions for the Catalina Express,
hotel reservations and tours be-
fore arriving. It’s that easy.
www.VisitCatalinaIsland.co

m
or 310 510-TOUR
(Discovery Tours)

www.catalinaadventuretours.c
om

(Adventure Tours)
www.CatalinaExpress.com

or 310-519-1212 or
1-800-464-4228

(Catalina Express)
www.hotelvillaportofino.com

or 1-888-34-OCEAN
(Villa Hotel Portofino)

www.CatalinaChamber.com
or call 1-310-510-1520

"Catalina" (Con't from Page 9)

The Buffalo Herds

Island Transportation

property owners, and Consulting Services, includ-
ing business and real estate consulting. A recog-
nized leader in global real estate research, the firm
publishes a broad array of proprietary reports
available on its online Knowledge Center at

www.cushmanwakefield.com.

"Frazee" (Con't from Page 4)

cartered for the international broadcasters and cor-
porate sponsors.

Up next for Hot Off The Grill is on Tuesday,
June 16 from 6:30pm to 8:30pm at the working ca-
tering kitchen in the Sorrento Valley area of San
Diego. For more information call

858.638.1400 or visit the website
www.btscenes.com

"Father's Day" (Con't from Page 7)

The Casino


