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Dining & Entertainment

See "Wine Festival" Page 12

Fiestas de la Vendimia 2009
The Wine Festival in Ensenada 2009

By Steve Dryden
Every summer the wineries of

Baja California Norte pool their
talents and wares to host an amaz-
ing series of wine, food, music and
cultural events throughout the re-
gion. Most of these festivities take
place in Ensenada or Valle de
Guadalupe with a few events in
other areas. You may need to get a
bank loan to attend some of the
events, but if you’re selective and
practical you can enjoy some great
wine, food and entertainment.

The Vendimia 2009 takes place
from August 7th and continues to
August 23rd. summer tempera-
tures during these events usually
hovers around 100 degrees, so pace
yourselves and hydrate with fresh
water as needed. Due to the abun-
dance of wine, it is suggested that
you book lodging (ASAP) and
spend the night near the location of
the event. Hotel Plaza Fatima, Ha-
cienda Guadalupe and Rancho
Malagon B&B still have some
rooms for the event season, if you
act now.

Two of my favorite events in-
clude “Noche de Cofradia en
Ensenada” held this year on Tues-
day August 18th at 6 p.m. This is
the most reasonably priced event
and exposes your palate to about
30 wineries and local culinary es-
tablishments. Held at the seaport
terminal, this competition matches
wines with regional gourmet cui-
sine.

Another great day can be en-
joyed Saturday August 15 at 6pm
during the annual “Malagon Fam-
ily Celebration” held near Fran-
cisco Zarco on a 500 acre ranch
with a vineyard, winery, and B&B.
This family orientated event in-
cludes a horse show, live jazz and
mariachi, an abundance of authen-
tic Mexican/American food, and
large samples of all their wines. In
addition, their B&B is available for
lodging during many of the other
events, if you book early!

Here’s the main schedule of
events for August 2009:

Friday August 7th at 7 p.m. is
the 19th “Wine Experience” held
at Centro Cívico y Cultural Rivi-
era del Pacifico. This fun “opening
event” is a presentation of the
wines, labels and vintages of Baja
California, music, food tasting and
art.

Saturday August 8th at 9 am is
XVII Concurso International
“Ensenada Tierra del Vino” wine
competition held in the Hotel Coral
y Marina. Professional judges se-

lect the best wines in the competi-
tion.

Saturday August 8th at 8:30am
is a “Golf Tournament” at Real del
Mar Golf Club sponsored by Hotel
Calafia y Vinos Bibayoff. Happy
golfers play “Four man scramble”
with wine tasting at each hole, ex-
quisite food sampling, followed by
an award dinner with prizes, raffle
& auction.

Saturday August 8th at 9:00 am
is an informative and educational
venue called “Winemakers Visits”
held at most regional wineries
where winemakers host visitors at
their wineries to taste and describe
their wines. There are three of
these events.

Saturday August 8th at 6:30 pm
is a “Gala Dinner” held at Vinícola
Adobe Guadalupe featuring a for-
mal dinner and wine auction for the
rich and famous.

Sunday August 9th with an
early start of 7am, lucky guests can
ride on horseback for 20K with
wine tastings at wineries in the
Guadalupe Valley and lunch.

Sunday August 9th at 1:30 pm is
the annual “Country Lunch” at
Viña de Liceaga Winery, San An-
tonio de las Minas featuring baked
lamb, house wine and live music.

Sunday August 9th at 6pm and
again Monday August 10th at 6pm
is the popular Monte Xanic “Sun-
set Concert.” They present works
from classical repertoire, accom-
panied by fine cheeses and house
wine in a beautiful valley setting!

Friday August 14th offers Jazz
at EL Mogor winery at 5:30 pm
with house wines and Mediterra-
nean empanadas.

Friday August 14th at 6pm
Vinícola Viña de Liceaga, San An-
tonio de las Minas presents a vari-
ety of local cheeses, accompanied
by house wine and music.

Friday August 14th at 6:00 pm
in Manzanilla Restaurant near the
Ensenada harbor will present gour-
met tapas matched with premium
Viñas Pijoan wines. Popular
event!

Saturday August 15th at 9am is
another “Winemakers Visits” held
in most Valle de Guadalupe winer-
ies where winemakers host visitors
at their wineries to taste and de-
scribe their wines.

Saturday August 15th at 4pm is
an event, NOT TO BE MISSED!
You won’t need a bank loan to en-
joy this wonderful Russian family.
“Russian Memories” at Bibayoff
Winery with Russian music, danc-
ers, food and wines. All people are


